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“March comes in like a lion, and out like a lamb.” 

Hope so. Keep your fingers crossed! 



 

From the Moderator 

I’ve been so excited about the things we have done as a church over 
the past month and look forward to our next steps. Rev. Dr. Robin 
Knowles Wallace has done a wonderful job of leading our Sunday 
Services and reminding us to acknowledge our transition. Diaconate 
has also done a great job of arranging our interim pastor. I really   
appreciate their time and thoughtfulness throughout this process.   
 

So what is next for us? I think you are going to really enjoy Rev. Jay 
Groat as our interim pastor. I joined Diaconate in their meetings with 
him and was impressed. He cares a lot about pastoral relations and 
wants to ensure we are able to prepare our church for the next     
settled pastor. His role as an intentional interim pastor is not only to 
lead our church services, but also to help us talk through our ideas 
of where we are as a church and what we want to do next.  
 

As we start to determine our needs for the next settled pastor, we 
will gather a search committee to lead the selection of the next     
pastor. This process of selecting a pastor can be lengthy and is 
known to take a year or so. There is an impatient side of me that 
wants to move fast in this process. I must remind myself, though, 
that this is an important decision, and we must take our time so we 
can make a thoughtful, prayerful decision. 
 

Through this process, remember that we are not going to be       
stagnant. We will continue to be the amazing church that we already 
are. After Pastor Scott’s farewell lunch, I heard several people say 
how much they enjoyed the social gathering. Perhaps we can figure 
out more ways to gather this year. I know Mission and Service has 
also been thinking about ideas for outreach. Perhaps this is the time 
for us to come together to support each other and our community.  
 

I look forward to having you all be part of our transition, and hope to 
see you soon. 
 

Many blessings to you all! 

                                        Becky 



 

 

 

Welcome Rev. Dr. Jay Groat! 
 

We are happy to welcome our new Interim Pastor, 
Rev. Dr. Jay Marshall Groat! He begins his work with 
us on March 1, and his first Sunday will be March 5. 
We hope you can attend the service and join us for a 
reception afterwards. 
 

Jay was ordained in 1987 in the Presbyterian Church and in 2007 in 
the United Church of Christ. He began his ministry in Illinois, and has 
been serving in Ohio since 2000. He led the First Congregational 
Church in Akron, Westerville Community UCC, and United Church of 
Granville. After serving as the settled pastor in those churches, he 
began serving as an interim pastor. He recently completed an interim 
pastor role at North United Church of Christ in Columbus. 
 

Jay received his Bachelor of Arts degree in history from Mount      
Union College, and both his Master of Divinity and Doctor of Divinity 
from McCormick Theological Seminary in Chicago. He received his 
Transitional Ministry training in 2021. 
 

Jay and his wife, Vicki Owens Groat, have been married since 1982. 
They have a son, Jackson, a graduate of the College of Wooster 
(Political Science), who works in Ohio politics. 
 

Jay loves to read, watch movies (film noir is his favorite), and grill 
outside. He is an athlete and loves to exercise and play sports, golf in 
particular. 



March Birthday Wishes to  

Members and Friends 

 

Pray for Our Church 

Family, Friends, Our 

Leaders and the World  

I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, 

intercession and thanksgiving be made for all 

people — I Timothy 2:1 



WHAT WHEN WHERE 

Sunday Service Sunday Sanctuary 

Social Time Sunday Social Hall 

Sunday School 

Adult Forum 

Sunday 

11:00 am 

Social Hall 

Chapel 

Health, Healing and    

Fitness Ministry 

Saturday Sanctuary 

March: What’s Happening at Church 

Not a Church Thing, But Still Worthwhile 

The benefits of compliments are many: 

 It simply makes people happy. 

 It increases self-esteem and self-worth 

 Given on the job, it increases productivity. 

 It increases pride. 

 It creates mutual well-being. 

 Compliments given come back in numerous 

ways. 

“I can live for two months 

on a good compliment.” 

- Mark Twain 



Recognition Sunday  

Recognition Sunday will be May 21. Join us as we celebrate our children and youth reaching new mile-
stones in their lives during service and honor those graduating from high school at a reception during 
Fellowship Time. If you have a child who will start kindergarten, 6th grade, or 9th grade in the fall or will 
graduate high school this school year, contact Jennifer (jlnlebold@yahoo.com) no later than Sunday, 

Youth Activities 

Summer Camp at Templed Hills 

Registration has opened for Templed Hills. More info about the camps is 
available at https://heartlanducc.org/templed-hills/  FCUCC offers partial             
registration reimbursement. There are camps for a variety of  interests: 
Grandparent/Grandchild Camp to Camp “Out” (an affirming camp for 
LGBTQ Youth and Allies) to Sports Camp to Confirmation Camp to name 

Templed Hills Employees and Volunteers 

Templed Hills is looking for paid and volunteer staff this   summer: lifeguards, 
health    supervisor, cooks, and more. While residential positions are preferred, 
some flexibility for local staff may be  possible. Volunteer positions could be as 
short as a week long.  More information is available at: 

https://heartlanducc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Templed-Hills-staff-
needed-2023.pdf 

Graduation Awards   

Applications will be available beginning Sunday, March 19 and due in the 
office no later than Sunday, April 16.  

We will have an egg hunt on Easter 
Sunday for children in elementary 
school and younger. Children will wait 
in Fellowship Hall after service enjoying 
snacks while the eggs are hidden.   

mailto:jlnlebold@yahoo.com
https://heartlanducc.org/templed-hills/
https://heartlanducc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Templed-Hills-staff-needed-2023.pdf
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In March, we will take up one of our special collections.  One Great Hour of Sharing 
donations will be gathered on March 19, and the timing could not be better. Gifts to 
One Great Hour of Sharing provide immediate and long term aid to people               
experiencing hunger, thirst, disaster or crisis around the world.  

 

Across the globe, there are SO many crises impacting humankind.  

 The earthquake in Turkey and Syria has resulted in the loss of over 44,000 lives 
thus far, and the recovery has barely begun.  

 The ongoing war against the Ukrainian people has no end in sight.  

 Weather events from Cyclone Gabrielle in New Zealand to the drought in the Horn 
of Africa.  

 

These are just a few from headlines over the past month.  

Your gift to this special collection can have a positive impact where it is most needed. 


