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Contact Us Hours

740-393-1736

office@mvucc.org

Monday — Thursday
9:00 am to 12:00 noon
1:00 pm to 3:00 pm
Friday
9:00 am to 12:00 noon




An Invincible Summer

“In the midst of winter, I found there was, within me, an invincible summer.”
- Albert Camus

Like many who read this sentence, | have lived my entire life in the Midwest. So | know about
winter.

Today, as | write this, three days before the beginning of a new calendar year, | look out the
window at my house where | am sitting, and the sun is shining. If | didn’t know what season
of year it was | might think it was a nice warm day. But | happen to know the wind chill to-
day, because it is very windy, is 5 degrees Fahrenheit.

So I am in the midst of winter — winter is not near, winter is here. So | ask myself, relying on
Camus for inspiration, do | find within me, an invincible summer?

Invincibility is a tall order — my dictionary (in my cell phone) says invincible means — too pow-
erful to be defeated or overcome —incapable of being conquered.

Is there something inside of us that is too powerful to be defeated? Is there something inca-
pable of being conquered?

In his letter 2 Corinthians, chapter 12, Paul writes dramatically about a vision he had 14 years
prior. He writes powerfully about things he felt and saw and even a conversation he had with
Christ.

He wrote that Christ said this to him — My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made
perfect in weakness. A few lines later Paul writes this about himself — For when | am weak,
then | am strong.

So Albert Camus, in the midst of winter, found an invincible winter within him, and | say bully
for him.

| don’t think | am invincible in much and | am not sure | want to be. And there is a part of me,
even though | can’t really explain it, that knows a bit of what Christ is talking about regarding
power made perfect in weakness — and Paul saying when he is weak, then he is strong.

| think it may be about making room for God’s power when we open ourselves up in vulnera-
bility. It may be about the invincibility of God.

A little bitty mustard seed of God within us is invincible. A little bit of Christ is everything.

Blessings— Pastor Jay
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Snow Emergency Policy for January 2026

December of 2025 brought us some heavy snowfalls, and we want-
ed to let you know what our current church policy is concerning a
snow emergency and possible church cancellation of the Sunday
worship service.
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Our current policy states: “Church services will automatically
be cancelled if the snow emergency is determined to be a
level 3. If the level is 1 or 2, services will be held unless oth-
erwise notified.” Adopted by Church Council 01/27/2014
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Our Building Committee Chair, Brad Kaylor, wants you to
know “Our goal is to have the sidewalks and steps into the
church shoveled or at least walkable to get into the building
safely. Please keep in mind that these are our goals, but in
some instances may not be as complete as we would like.”

We, of course, want everyone to use their own judgement
and to stay safe.




WHAT WHEN
Regular Worship Service Sundays Sanctuary
9:30 am
Social Time Sundays Social Hall
10:30 am
Adult Forum Sundays Chapel
11:00 am
Chancel Choir Thursday Choir Room
Rehearsal 7:00 pm to 8:15 pm
Youth Group Sunday (Resumes January 18) Youth Room
6:00 pm—7:00 pm
Pastoral Candidate Dinner Sunday January 11 Social Hall
6:00 pm
Council Meeting Sunday January 18 Front Parlor
11:50 am
Annual Meeting Sunday January 25 Sanctuary

Following morning service

Please join us for our Annual Meeting on Sunday, January 25, immedi-

ately after our church service. This meeting allows us to elect our
church officers and approve the 2026 budget. All are welcome to

attend the meeting, and members are able to vote.
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2026 Church Directory for our local church
family is coming soon! If you would like to
update your photo (or personal information)
for the new directory, please email or give Bill
in the office a copy of the picture you would
like to use.

If you would like one taken, please see
Charlotte Watson following the church service
and she’ll be glad to take it for you. Remember,
we are using pictures of your whole family, if
possible. We would also love to include our
new folks so please email us if you would like
to be included and don’t forget your picture!
The deadline to information is January 15th.

The Building Committee
would like to thank Larry R.,
Kris S., Sue M., John R., Bill
W., Lorraine O. and Lou Anne
W. for their contributions to
the new choir loft curtains.

Good things truly happen when we work together!



