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Hours 

Monday — Thursday 
9:00 am to 12:00 noon 

1:00 pm to 3:00 pm 
Friday 

9:00 am to 12:00 noon 

February 4th Rosa Parks Day February 16th Presidents’ Day 

February is Black History Month February 14th Valentine’s Day 

February 18th Ash Wednesday February 20th World Day of  
Social Justice 



Snow 

Today there are eleven inches of snow on the ground in my front yard. A few days ago 
everyone in our state received more or less (not much less) this much snow in a large 
snowstorm. 
 

There is an egalitarian nature to a snowstorm. When the skies open and the snow flies 
everyone receives. 
 

In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus says that the rain (unfrozen snow) falls on the just and 
unjust. This can be taken to be about God’s impartiality and common grace. Both the 
righteous and unrighteous receive blessings from God. 
 

God’s blessings, such as sunlight and rain, are given to all people, regardless of their moral 
standing. The concept of common grace refers to the idea that God extends grace to all 
humanity, providing for their needs and sustaining life, regardless of their spiritual        
condition. 
 

Jesus uses this teaching to encourage his followers to love their enemies and pray for 
those who persecute them. By reflecting God’s impartial kindness we identify as children 
of God. 
 

And of course this concept of common grace is eminently unfair. Grace would be much 
more fair if the righteous got more than the unrighteous. 
 

Jesus – again – is pushing us. Jesus – again – is calling us to a place beyond reason and our 
typical sense of fair versus unfair. Maybe now is a good time to remember my own     
shortcomings, my own instances of forgetting God and being selfish, my own times when I 
have sinned. 
 

Maybe now is a good time to remember that if God were “fair” in a human sense all 
would be condemned due to sin and falling short. Maybe now is a good time to               
remember Jesus said he came not for the righteous but for the unrighteous. 
 
There is an egalitarian nature to an eleven-inch statewide snowstorm and there is an  
egalitarian nature to the grace of God. 
 

Blessings - Pastor Jay 



Snow Emergency Policy as of January 2026  

December of 2025 brought us some heavy snowfalls, and we want 
to let you know what our current church policy is concerning a snow 
emergency and possible church cancellation of the Sunday worship 
service. 

Our current policy states: “Church services will automatically 
be cancelled if the snow emergency is determined to be a 
level 3. If the level is 1 or 2, services will be held unless    
otherwise notified.” Adopted by Church Council 01/27/2014 

Our Building Committee Chair, Brad K., wants you to know 
“Our goal is to have the sidewalks and steps into the church 
shoveled or at least walkable to get into the building safely. 
Please keep in mind that these are our goals, but in some in-
stances may not be as complete as we would like.” 

We, of course, want everyone to use their own judgement 

and to stay safe. 



WHAT WHEN WHERE 

Regular Worship Service Sundays 
9:30 am 

Sanctuary 

Annual Meeting Sunday February 8 
Following morning service 

Social Time following Meeting 

Sanctuary 

Social Time Sundays 
Following the morning service 

Social Hall 

Adult Forum Sundays 
11:00 am 

Chapel 

Chancel Choir  
Rehearsal  

Thursdays 
7:00 pm to 8:15 pm 

Choir Room 

Youth Group Sunday  
6:00 pm—7:00 pm 

Youth Room 

Youth Choir Rehearsal Sundays 11:00 am to 11:20 am Youth Choir Room 

Council Meeting Sundays February 22 
11:50 am 

Front Parlor 

Please join us for our Annual Meeting on Sunday,         

February 8th 2026, Immediately after our church service. This 

meeting allows us to elect our church officers and approve 

the 2026 budget. All are welcome to attend the meeting, and 

members are able to vote.  



WE HAVE A NEW PASTOR! 

After more than two years of searching, we have a new pastor! As 
of this writing, he still has not informed his congregation, so 
please do not mention him by name to friends or in social media 
posts. In a world as interconnected as ours, it is not inconceivable 
that you might know somebody who knows somebody who goes 
to his church. 

It will be a little while before he officially begins. Because he has a 
school-aged son, the search committee offered him the option to 
wait until school is out to begin. His official first day will be June 8 
and his official first Sunday will be June 14th. 



THANKS ALL AROUND 
Thanks to the congregation for their patience and trust in the Pastoral Search Committee as we 
worked to get us to find a new permanent pastor. The committee is grateful for the leading of the 
Holy Spirit as we went through this process. This was truly a team effort and I want to acknowledge 
the work put in by the other committee members: Marilyn C., Tom D., Brad K., Karen K., Darlene K., 
Kathy S. and Elaine S. They each brought gifts that I want to the  congregation to be aware of, as  
follows: 
 

The detail people: Everyone but me. I was impressed by how carefully they read pastoral profiles 
and how they picked up on details from online sermons. Several dug into additional information and 
were able to present a detailed picture of the particular candidate we were discussing. Special shout
-out to Tom Dole. As we were preparing for our first interview, I put Tom on the spot and asked him 
to be a mock interviewee. He had read the profile so carefully that many of his answers were often 
nearly identical to the candidate’s in the actual interview. 
 

Marilyn and Kathy: With their decades-long knowledge of the church, they could answer almost any 
question. They provided the background of where we’ve been as a church and ideas of where we 
could be going. 
 

Tom, Brad, Karen, and Elaine provided insights from their previous church experiences. Darlene had 
an ability to make observations that the rest of us missed. She also provided an invaluable service 
when we needed someone who understood tech. 
 

Elaine was the only one who was prepared with pen and paper for our first meeting, so naturally 
she became our secretary. She made sense of our sometimes-rambling conversations. 
 
Thanks to non-committee members who provided valuable services: 
Cliff D., who sat me down over a cup of coffee and gave me insight into how to chair a search com-
mittee. 
 

Becky C., who set up our interviews. 
 

Sandy H., who made the initial contact for our Saturday night dinner and created a lovely  gift basket 
for our new pastor. 
 

Pastor Jay Groat, who guided me through every step of the process. But more than that, he          
performed his job as interim pastor so well that we did not feel pressured to find a quick                
replacement; instead, he was an example of the kind of pastor we were searching for. 
 

Ann Luna, Pastoral Search Committee Chair 



Adriana Trigiani, Ladies in Waiting: Jane Austen’s Unsung Characters. Gallery 

Books: Simon & Schuster. New York. 2025.  

It is possible that it escaped your notice that Jane Austen was born the same year 
as our nation. Although she was born in England, her six novels left us many social 
observations with humor, irony, realism, and satire, and few readers of any      
geography can say their own families and friends are missing from these novels. 
Austen’s novels and biography have inspired admirers, critics, copies, and        
dramas, and they seem to be exploding in this the 250th year since her birth. 

To fully enjoy these productions and their varied interpretations, from stately English homes and humble 
farms to modern versions, the reader is wise to revisit the novels. Austen was interested in drama as well 
as in writing, and the staged versions of her books offer visual power of a remarkable quality. You are 
bound to find admirable costumes, country vistas, villages, houses, horses and buggies and farms as well 
as cities in these shows. And when you put down the books, and think about their characters the next day, 
you are not alone to    wonder what happened to the secondary characters. The sister who did not marry 
the mysterious stranger, the daughter who brought disgrace to the family, the son who disappeared? You 
must make them up. 

Or, take up Ladies in Waiting, in which author and Austen fan Adriana Trigiani gathers nine contemporary 
authors, including herself, to write new tales featuring Austen’s secondary characters. I list the authors 
and their contributions below by way of invitation: Elinor Lipman, “Miss Bates Bobs Her Hair”; Adriana 
Trigiani, “The Bennetts of Jane Street”; Karen Dukess, “What Georgiana Wants”; Eloisa James, “Sense, 
Sensibility and Snapdragons”; Audrey Bellezza and Emily Harding, “The Elizas”; Diana Quincy, “Lydia’s   
Story”; Nikki Payne, “Lace and Larceny”; and Sarah MacLean, “The Triumph of Hetty Jane Bates.” 
 

The novelists chose their own “secondary characters” and filled in their stories, sometimes moving them 
from 19th century England to the American West, or New Orleans, or modern New York City. This is a    
delightful read, an introduction to several novelists less famous than Jane Austen, written with insights 
and commentary worthy of Austen. As Trigiani writes in the introduction, the authors were inspired by 
Austen’s themes of “self-love, connection, passion, and purpose.” There are embarrassing relatives, lost 
fortunes, broken engagements, catty female operators, and a focus on character, all familiar to Austen 
readers. 
 

Treat yourself to these gems of imagination. Celebrate love, and faithfulness, happy endings and hopeful 
courtships. It will warm up your winter! 
 

Kris S.  



YOU COME FROM DUST 
AND YOU WILL RETURN TO 
DUST.  
 

THAT’S WHY I DON’T DUST. 
IT COULD BE SOMEONE I 
KNOW! 

BIRTHDAYS: Check your 2026 Directory for 

the birthday list. Wish the birthday people 

Happy Birthday! 

HOMEBOUND MEMBERS: Write them a note, 
send them a card, give them a call, or stop by 
and visit! 

IN OUR PRAYERS: Check the bulletin for the 
current list of people who need our prayers. 
Questions? Ask Pastor Jay. 



Did you know we have a Lost and Found? 
It’s located next to the Church Office,      
under the mailboxes. If you’re looking for 
something, this is a good place to start. If 
you’ve found something, you can deposit it 
here! Below is a current inventory of the 
Lost and Found. 

Child’s camo jacket—no 

lining. No size 

listed...maybe 5T? 

Folding        

umbrella 

NIV large print 

Bible. 

One Sponge 

Bob Scaredy 

Pants sock. 

IPod—presumably a child’s. Cross necklace. Tag reads 

“free to a good home.” 
2026  

Planner 

Child’s activity book. 


